72.   NEXT IS GUNPOWDER
The reader will peruse with careful attention the informing
resume1 by K. of the new type of repression that is fast coming
into vogue. It is possible that there is exaggeration in the details
but almost all the reports hitherto received from non-co-operation
quarters have proved so accurate and the denials so false that I
am not disposed to discount the graphic details collected by K,
from the correspondence received by me and from the newspapers,
The police are mostly our own countrymen but it is evident
that they are being incited to become lawless by the example and
the precept of their superior officers. When a mob becomes un-
ruly, it knows no better; when the police become unruly, their
action is deliberate and unpardonable. The mob frenzy can be
controlled, the police frenzy spells disaster for an unprepared
people. We have groaned under it all these long years. Thank
God, India is today prepared to meet the ordered frenzy of the
Government,
We must tear down the mask of the so-called enforcement of
the ordinary law against so-called intimidators and we must invite
and welcome honest martial law. O'Dwyerism2 and Dyerism3 are
honest ideals, be they ever so indefensible. But what is going on in
India today is indescribable hypocrisy*
If it is true that under the cover of distress warrants the police
have entered our homes in Banaras and taken away ornaments
even from the inmates, if it is true that in Bulandshahr under
the pretence of preserving order they have entered people's homes
in order to assault them, if it is true that they have stripped pri-
soners almost naked in order to execute distress warrants, the case
is complete for the fiercest civil disobedience of the most aggressive
type consistently with the preservation of non-violence on our
side. We must not wait for gunpowder to be used upon helpless
people nor can we afford to put an undue strain upon the people's
patience by merely remaining on the defensive and letting the
Government agents pillage and plunder our homes. We must
draw the gunpowder on our own heads and that too at the ear-
liest possible opportunity. We, the principal workers, cannot
1 Not reproduced here
2 & 3 The repression practised by Sir Michael O'Dwyer, Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of the Punjab, and General Dyer during the Punjab disorders of  1919